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Introduction:

We have known for two decades that the growth in the Asian and the elderly and takes a more careful look at individual
American population in the Bay Area has been very dynamic, ethnic groups in areas that are good indicators of success and
doubling between 1980 and 1990 alone. Although our growth of need. This information is especially important for Asians, who
slowed between 1990 and 2000, the Asian population still grew vary greatly in size and economic well-being by ethnic group.

nearly four times faster than the general Bay Area population. Census 2000 gave respondents for the first time the ability

Asian Outlook is the first report on Bay Area' Asian Americans to indicate specific mixed races. Asian Outlook reports the
to be issued based on analysis of data recently released by the importance of this population for future policy and planning.
US Census Bureau. It includes new information about children

ABOUT ASIANS IN THE BAY AREA

Finding on Total Population: 23% of the people in to be more accurate, unduplicated responses. Accordingly,
the Bay Area are Asian (even higher than previ- we report them here as part of the Asian population growth.
ously reported), the highest concentration of To retain a higher level of accuracy and consistency

Asians and Pacific Islanders in the United States.” throughout the report, we have based most of our findings

Census 2000 preously epore tht 307,151 of By Area o 48 EPEted o sne s and |
residents (6,200,867) are Asian, or 21%. From , we

rest of our findings. We report the finding here to more

(B U UNEE EE 12077/8) ERal e p=ss CWD 6T accurately report the size of the Asian population as well

Asian mixed with one other race for a revised total of

1.427.624. or 23% as the greater diversity and complexity of Asian populations
: " : and communities.
Fopulation by Bace and Efnlcky In 2000 For background, we have included baseline Census 2000
See Sossary (nside penel} for Definttions of Eshnic Croups information about Asians in the Bay Area on the last page of
Hay Areg this report (see on back panel). Santa Clara
Ethnbc Growp Poprs bnthore County has more Asians than any other county (33%
Chinese 455,192 of the regional Asian population). Alameda County has the
ALEATT second largest (23%), and San Francisco County the third
Snul th Astan - (19%). Between 1990 and 2000, the Asian population grew
) at a much faster pace than the general population, 44.6 %
Visthamese 1445 compared to 12.2% from 1990 to 2000 ( ). Although
Np— i Chinese continue to be the largest Asian subgroup, making
Korean 5,432 up 36% of the total, Asian Indians are the fastest growing of
Other Aslan 38,420 the larger ethnic groups, increasing at a rate of 171.2% from
Oher Soathasst Aslan 50,182 1990 to 2000.
Aglan alimg wH 1 ATRAOST
PHEP abome ol 55,054
Tiotal Aatar (Asian alone + NHF] aloees} 1,307,151 Growth of Populxtion in Bay Ares, 1590 to 2000
Balan of NEPL with one othet rece 120,473 1 e  Increase
Total Astan and Aglers mboed with one other race 1,427 834 Totnl Asian 0T 1.307.151 a5
Crenaral Fopuaiation 200 8 Coneval Popuiation 5524590 L2085 1229

Information about mixed race is difficult to interpret; in fact,
one respondent could report as many as six racial back-
grounds, and the system did not preclude duplicate
reporting. Interestingly, 79% of the respondents in the mixed
race category reported only two races. These are highly likely

1. Please see the Glossary for a list of counties in the Bay Area.
2. With the exception of Hawaii. Los Angeles County is 12.2% Asian.
New York City is 9.9% Asian.



LOOK OUT FOR THESE KEY ISSUES WHAT IS
Asidn)utlook ?
The number of very elderly Asian people

(75 years and older) doubled in the past decade. A project of the Asian Pacific
Fund, Asian Outlook begins with

This population grew three times faster than the very elderly new Census 2000 data and is sup-

in the general population. New resources will be required to plemented by data from the
ensure adequate care as our grandparents and parents need California Department of Education
more help. and the California Employment
Development Department.
The impetus for the report is the
The level of poverty in some Asian communities i EeRes @ el G
reaches 30% to 54%. 2000 data set, finally allowing
In large numbers, Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodian have CuEER S sl
high levels of poverty (from 30% to 54%), and Filipinos and geography, and Asian ethnic
South Asians have pockets of deep poverty among certain subgroups.
groups as well. Services provided by Asian organizations and As a community foundation estab-
supported by private charity will be even more important. lished to increase Asian American

philanthropy in the San Francisco

Bay Area, the Asian Pacific Fund
Asian unemployment doubled in the past seven years. is a unique resource to bring
issues and information to public
attention. Past reports issued
by the Fund reported on the
capacity of local organizations to
keep pace with growing needs
and on health issues that were

The number of unemployed Asians in California doubled in
the past six years, and we estimate that 50,350 are in the
Bay Area. During the same period of time, the number of
unemployed in the State declined by 4.7%.

particularly important to Asian
Americans. Sometimes the
information belied the stereotypes,

Asian youth make up 15% of the Bay Area
high school dropouts.

In San Francisco County, Asians make up 28.9% of the sometimes the information
dropouts, 14.0% in Alameda, 15.5% in San Mateo, affirmed them. The purpose of
and 12.7% in Santa Clara, even though the number of this report is to intensify focus on
dropouts decreased the problems and resources in

in the past 5 years. the Bay Area Asian community.
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Finding on Children & Youth: The number of

Asian children grew almost twice as fast as the
general population.

From 1990 to 2000, the total number of children in the Bay Area
increased by 14.9% while the number of Asian children increased

by 23.4% (Exhibit 3). Only the Japanese have a disproportionately
low number of children.

Growth In Nambes of Children (0-18 years old) |
in Bay Area, 1990 to 2000 :
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Finding on the Elderly: The number of Asians 75
years and older doubled between 1990 and 2000

From 1990 to 2000, the total elderly population (75 years

and older) increased by 33.8% while the Asian elderly population
increased by 100.3% (Exhibit 4). This rate of growth was faster
than for the elderly population of all races, which increased by
only a third. Within the Asian ethnic groups, the distribution of
the elderly population varied greatly. Exhibit 5 shows that
Japanese have the highest percentage of elderly, while South
Asians have the lowest.

Growtl by Mumber of Eldedy (75 years old)
in Bay Area, 1990 to 2000
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Finding Economic Well-Being: Bay Area Asians do not h

Many people believe the stereotype that all Asian Americans have ar
by great financial success. Closer inspection reveals a different pictul
ethnic group in combination. Exhibit 6 reports both median family ir
This table shows that the Bay Area Asian median family income ($74
but, by looking at per capita income, we see a different picture. Bay
($26,601 vs. $30,769). This is mostly explained by the fact that Asia

Finding: Some Asian groups have incomes that are mucl

In fact, six of the ten ethnic groups in Exhibit 6 have per capita incor
ranging from 27% to 63%. The poorer ethnic groups are: Southeast
Vietnamese, Thai, and Filipino.

Median Family ncome and Per Caphin bncome by Bthode Gro
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Finding: Among households with incomes of $150,000+

Among all Bay Area households, 14.9% have incomes of $150,000-
underrepresented in this group, since Asians make up 23% of all Ba
upper-income families by Asian ethnic group. There are significant ¢
size in the general population, Filipinos and Vietnamese are underre
upper-income group.
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N THE BAY AREA

ave higher incomes than other people in the Bay Area.

1 extremely high level of educational achievement that is accompanied
e. In this report, we are able to look more carefully at income and
icome and per capita income from Census 2000 by ethnic group.

1,700) is higher than that of the general Bay Area population ($71,333),

Area Asians actually make 18.6% less than the general population

ns generally have larger families.

h lower than the general population.

nes that are markedly lower than the general population, by amounts
Asian (i.e., Cambodian, Laotian) Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander,

P
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Asians are underrepresented.

-. Of that group, 19.3% are Asian, which means that we are

y Area households. Exhibit 7 reports the distribution of these
ifferences among Asian ethnic groups. When compared to their
presented while Chinese and South Asians overrepresented in the

Glossary:

+ Asian/Total Asian: includes Asian, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific

Islander combined

+ Bay Area: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo,

Santa Clara, and Solano counties

+ Chinese: includes Chinese and Taiwanese

+ NHPI: Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander

+ Other Asian: includes respondents who listed a) two or more Asian
ethnic groups, b) an Asian ethnic group that is too small to
be reported as a separate category, and c) Asian but did not specify

which Asian ethnic group

+ Other Southeast Asian: includes Cambodian, Hmong, Indonesian,

Laotian, Malaysian, and Thai

* South Asian: includes Asian Indian, Bangladeshi, Pakistani, and

Sri Lankan

Finding on Poverty: About 20% of the people in the
Bay Area live in poverty including Asians.

We examined poverty?® in each Asian ethnic group and then
receipt of public assistance income (from government sources).
Asians, in the aggregate, have the same level of poverty as
the general population, but by looking more closely, it was
clear that some individual ethnic groups have very deep
levels of poverty. For example Exhibit 8 shows that 30.5%

of Vietnamese and Native Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders live in
poverty, and fully 39.5% of other Southeast Asian households
are in this very low-income group. Exhibit 8a shows more
detailed information about the Southeast Asian group. Two of
the sizable communities—Cambodian and Laotian—have
poverty rates of 54.5% and 49.9% respectively.
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3 A standard form of reporting is to look at the number of people who
live under 200% of the poverty level, which is determined by the U. S.
Department of Health and Human Services and not adjusted for regional
differences, resulting in a likely understatement of need in the high-cost
Bay Area.



ABOUT ASIANS IN NEED

Public Assistance Finding: Only 12.9% of Asians
who are living below the poverty level are
receiving public assistance.

Exhibit 9 shows that only 12.9% of Asians who are living

below the poverty line actually receive public assistance, a
level that is consistent with the general population.

Percend of Bousshokis Below Poventy Lins |

Erceiving Public Assismnce ncoms
Ethmic Group %
Cither Aslan [Specified ondy) 0.0

= =i — XM @

The Asians who are living in poverty and are receiving public
assistance are found most often among Vietnamese and other
Southeast Asians (37.7% and 38.5% respectively). Even with
this income assistance, these two groups remain at high risk.
It has been reported in the daily newspapers that the vast
majority (over 60%) of Bay Area residents affected by the new
five year lifetime limit on federal welfare are Asian. These peo-
ple are mostly from intact families with both parents working,
yet with wages so low that they still qualify for welfare.

Unemployment Finding: The number of unemployed
Asians in California doubled in the past seven
years, at the same time that there was a statewide
decrease in unemployment for all groups.

The number of unemployed Californians decreased by 4.7%
between 1995 and 2002 (Exhibit 10). In contrast to the
statewide trend, the number of unemployed Asians grew dur-
ing the same seven year period from 70,700 to 146,900, an
increase of 107.8 %. In the Bay Area, which represents 34%
of all Asians in California, we estimate 50,350 Asians are
currently unemployed.

This high number of unemployed Asians can be partially
explained by rapid growth in the Asian labor force as a whole,
corresponding with an increase in the overall Asian popula-
tion, both in the Bay Area and throughout the State of
California. The total statewide Asian labor force grew by
81.6% compared to the total general population labor force,
which grew by 13.5%.

Unemployment and Labor Force, 1995 to 2002

Urimm ploryrmescd

b3 ] IDOE ¥ Chargs
Callisamia Asbar TR, 700 145900 1107 5%
ar Peciic blarsieg
fe ] I.E245.100 1,188 700 -, 7
Labicwr Forem

1995 EDRE ¥ Chatgs
Califarria Askin LI3SR0D 20650500 Bl.8%

Finding on Pockets of Poverty: Some Asian Indians, Vietnamese, Koreans, and Filipinos have extremely low
family incomes of $9,000 to $15,000 in a specific category with no one in the home working.

Exhibit 11 reports the median family incomes by ethnic group for those with no employed worker in the household. These are likely
families that are not eligible for income assistance or are eligible but do not want to apply. This might also include immigrants who have
not worked long enough to qualify for social security. Exhibit 11 looks only at families where no one is working and it compares Asians
with the general population. The Asian median income is generally lower than the general population for this category of families.

For Asian Indians, Vietnamese, Koreans, and Filipinos the income is extremely low in this category often ranging from $7,000 to $10,000.
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Youth and Education Finding: 28.9% of the drop-
outs in San Francisco are Asian, as are 15.5% of
the dropouts in San Mateo counties, 14.0% in
Alameda and 12.7% in Santa Clara.

Ensuring that children have full educational opportunities
remains one of the most highly valued priorities among
Asian Americans. We compared the high school records
for Bay Area youth for 1998 and 2002, and we looked at
high school dropouts and at graduating seniors who are
college bound.

Based on data from the California Department of Education’s
Dataquest, we compared Asian and all high school drop-outs
in the Bay Area for 1998 and 2002. Exhibit 12 shows that
high school dropout rates declined across the Bay Area for
all students, including Asians, while enrollments increased
slightly. Even with this encouraging news, however, Asians
remain 28.9% of all high school dropouts in San Francisco
and 15.0% of all high school dropouts in San Mateo
Counties.

Fercent of all High School
Dropouts who are Ssias, 1908 and 2O0E
1998 o
Alpreia 17.15% 18,05
Coitra Costa .45 B 1%
Bearin T.4% 4.4%
San Franciscg 30 IR %
San Mabeo 18, 1% 15 55
Sarria Clara 155 12,77
Solwo 104% 8%
Total Bay Area 18, 1% 15.0%

Note: Educational data was only reported for Asians, Filipinos
and Pacific Islanders. The Asian category is so broad that it
combines high income and low income ethnic groups,
making it impossible to pinpoint the problem areas.

Finding: Asian SAT test scores are comparable
to the general population.

For students who are college bound we examined summary
data on 64,550 seniors enrolled in Bay Area schools and
27,423 students taking the SAT. For all Bay Area students,
the average verbal score was 504, and the average math
score was 539. For Asian students the average scores were
490 and 50l respectively.
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Sources:

Exhibit 1: US Census Bureau, Summary File 2 — 2000
(SF2/00)a

Exhibit 2,3,4: SF1/90, SF2/00

Exhibit 5: SF2/00

Exhibit 6: SF1/00, SF2/00, SF4/00

Exhibit 7,8,9,11: SF4/00

Exhibit 10: SF2/00, EDD Labor Market Information
Division-Labor Force Status of Californians by Race

Exhibit 12: California Department of Education

Exhibit A: SF1/90, SF2/00

Exhibit B: SF2/00

Complete supporting tables are posted on our website.
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